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Abstract 
The article is devoted to the analysis of activity of Slavic universities as new phenomenon in the sphere of Post-
Soviet university education. Objects of the analysis are six universities which have arisen in the countries of the 
former Soviet Union, which have in their names the term "Slavic". The typology of Slavic universities is offered. On 
the basis of the content analysis of agreements on international cooperation is determined the policy vector in the 
sphere of university education. The article shows that the connection between the Slavic universities should be more 
durable. Commonwealth Slavic University has a positive outlook. 
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1. Introduction 
 
Socio-cultural, ethnic and confessional heterogeneity of countries in the conditions of globalization as a qualitatively 
new phase of educational internationalization appears to be the main source of destabilization in contemporary 
world. Developed countries of the world are now in the post-industrial phase what lead to the increase of 
communication in the international community and its unification on the bases of western post-industrial experience. 
At the same time another part of the world is either on the industrial and agrarian stage with appropriate social, 
confessional, ethnic and political problems. As a result globalization processes go aside with the fragmentation of 
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the world. The formation of national states continues, unique vitality demonstrate mentality and psychological 
directives of traditional society. Intercivilizational interactions have increased. They are seen most brightly on the 
borders of civilizations, Eurasian frontier, Russia is a part of it, may serve as an example. The Russian universities 
were re-structured. They in every possible way support international relations with universities of those countries 
where there are Russian diasporas. 
Development of integration processes on post-Soviet area is considered to be an important vector of Russian 
educational policy [1]. The presence of Russian speaking diasporas and involvement of population of post-Soviet 
countries into Russian culture stimulated emergence of new types of higher educational establishments – Slavic 
universities and institutes [2]. They differ from each other by their mission, organizational structure and 
subordination. All Slavic Universities and institutes were open from 1993 to 2000. Nowadays there are only 6. 
Seventh institution created in Ukraine 1993, no longer exists. On decision of the Accreditation Commission of the 
Ministry of Education of Ukraine from 08.11.2013 it was deprived licenses to provide education for all specialties 
(together with all its subsidiaries and divisions).  
 
2. Typological frame of Slavic Universities 
Missions and management in Slavic universities are very various. With a certain share of convention it is possible to 
allocate three typological groups.  
 
2.1. Slavic universities of joint authority. 
Russian-Armenian (Slavic) State University (RAU) was established under the "Agreement between the 
government of the Russian Federation and the government of the Republic of Armenia on conditions of 
establishment and activities of Russian-Armenian state university in the city of Yerevan" (1997). Its founders are 
the Ministry of education and science of the Russian Federation and the Ministry of education and science of the 
Republic of Armenia. The graduates receive state diplomas both of Armenian and Russian model. The university 
has an original organizational structure and is a center of Russian education, science and culture in Transcaucasian 
region [3].  
The Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic University (KRSU) is a state university under joint administration of Kyrgyzstan and 
Russia. It is a member of the Association of Russian Universities. Being a higher educational institution of dual 
administration (Kyrgyz and Russian) the KRSU is naturally involved in the education internationalization strategy. 
And if to this basic duality we add the working centers for Iranian, American, Turkic, Chinese, European, CIS 
studies, World Culture and Theology, the International Science and Technology Centre, as well as the Information 
Centre for International Organizations, the conspicuous internationalization of the doctrine Diplomacy of 
Knowledge as a whole becomes very evident. This conclusion is also confirmed by the fact that the Kyrgyz-Russian 
Slavic University was selected as an observer to the Council on Cooperation in Education of CIS countries [4].  
Russian-Tajik (Slavic) University (RTU) has an objective cooperation on the basis of enhancing teaching Russian 
in the schools of the Republic of Tajikistan. Founded in 1996, it is the first and only interstate universities of the 
Republic of Tajikistan and the Russian Federation and has the status of public universities of the two countries. Its 
mission is to give fundamental education as a prerequisite for the training of specialists, demanded by society. Each 
student must obtain the necessary quality to date and meets international standards education [5]. 
From the Russian part it is manifested specifically in annual considerable help to the schools of the Republic with 
text-books and tutorials, organization of courses for raising the qualification level of teachers – experts in the 
Russian language and literature. The number of quotas for training in Russia is increasing year after year within 
bilateral cooperation between Russia and Tajikistan.  
 
2.2. Russian private higher educational establishments of professional education – exporters of educational 
services and integrators of Slavic cultures and education.  
International Slavic Institute (ISI) was established in 1994. Its founders are International Slavic University and 
Russian movement of Zemstvo [6]. The network of branches is represented in CIS countries (Kyrgyzstan, Bishkek) 
and in Europe (Bulgaria, Czech Republic). Representative office in Bulgaria has 5 counseling services. The same 
centers are planned for opening in Poland, Croatia, Slovenia, Serbia and some other Slavic countries. ISI being in 
the structure of International Slavic University is a member of the Association of Slavic higher educational 
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establishments organized in 1994 as a part of International Association for research and dissemination of Slavic 
culture at UNESCO. ISI has worked out 20 hour educational program for foreign courses of Slavic education on the 
topic "Slavic countries - XXI century (Contemporary state and perspectives)", "Slavic countries and the European 
Union" (interaction in the sphere of culture, education, language). The programs are intended in the first place for 
students learning the Russian language.   
 
2.3. Slavic university as an implementer of constitutional rights of Russian-speaking citizens in post-Soviet 
foreign countries and a conductor of Russian culture.  
 
Slavic University of the Republic of Moldova was planned as an institute of higher education called on promoting 
realization of the constitutional right of Russian-speaking population for getting education using their mother tongue 
[7]. It was opened in 1997 under license of the Ministry of education and science of the Republic of Moldova and 
with support and participation of a number of social organizations (Russian community of the Republic of Moldova, 
Association of workers of Slavic educational institutions, Moldavian society of the Russian language and literature 
teachers etc.). In 2005 the University got the right to teach specialists using the system of European credits and in 
2007 it was accepted as a new member for the Eurasian Association of Universities. 
Baku Slavic University is one of the leading state educational institutions of Azerbaijan, was created on June 13, 
2000 on the basis of Azerbaijan Pedagogical Institute of the Russian Language and Literature named after M.F. 
Akhundov [8]. Its mission is to be one of the firm, meaningful, and intellectual bridges from Europe to Azerbaijan 
and from Azerbaijan to Europe using the potential of the Slavic ties. Baku Slavic University  has a great services in 
expanding of the educational and cultural relations of Azerbaijan Republic with the other countries, in developing of 
Azerbaijan studies, in demonstration all the achievements of our country all over the world. At the university, 
specializing in the study of Slavic languages, philologists and educators prepare Russian, Czech, Polish, Bulgarian, 
Slovak, Ukrainian, Greek language and literature, as well as experts on the history, culture, international relations, 
law, economics and geography of these countries. 
3. Methodоlogy  
Methods of research are statistical methods, interpretation, content analysis, generalization. 
 
3.1 . Source base research 
The empiric resource of the research was data from sites of Slavic universities of joint authority and Slavic 
university as a realizer of constitutional rights of Russian-speaking citizens in post-Soviet foreign countries and a 
conductor of Russian culture. We use only information on the availability of international cooperation agreements 
provided in the open access by the universities themselves. 
 
3.2. Procedure,  Instruments and Data analysis 
On the basis of data on the presence of agreements with foreign universities we identified the following clusters: 
agreements with universities of the former Soviet Union, agreements with Asian universities and agreements with 
European universities. From the position of "agreements with the countries of the former USSR" was excluded 
position "Agreements with Russia". This information formed a separate column. Contracts with Slavic universities 
also made a separate position, which counted only once regardless of whether they fall into the cluster of "European 
universities " or "Asian universities". 
A semantic unit of content analysis is category “agreement”. A unit of account is the title of agreement.  
Given the purpose of the study, data analysis entailed only one step: compiling a profile of the agreements with 
other universities. To this end, the data (which was 100% quantitative) was subjected to simple statistical techniques 
such as frequency counts and percentages. Simple graphs were drawn in Microsoft Excel. 
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1. 4. Discussion of the research outcomes 
Slavic universities of joint authority were established under the agreement between the government of the Russian 
Federation and the governments of Armenia and Tajikistan. These universities obey the laws of the two countries 
and have permits (licenses and accreditation) of the two Ministries of Education. The graduates receive state 
diplomas both (of Armenian and Russian, Tajik and Russian) model. In the field of international relations they 
realize their policy independently, as shown on Fig.1 
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Fig.1. Range of the distribution of international agreements of cooperation: a - Russian-Armenian (Slavic) State University; b - Russian-Tajik 
(Slavic) University. (■) – Y2014; ( ) –Y2008. 
 
As seen from the bar graphs, Slavic University in Erevan actively cooperates with 26 higher educational 
establishments in Russia and also with 1 Slavic university. Prior objective of RAU is the integration of diaspora. 
About 20% of annual admissions to RAU make up ethnic Armenians from CIS (Union of Independent States) 
countries. For all positions except for cooperation with Slavic universities, there is a clear positive trend. The 
greatest attention is paid to cooperation with the European universities. After them follows Russian Federation.   
The Slavic University in Tajikistan mainly develops partnership with universities of the countries of Asia, instead of 
the European universities. Universities of the countries of the former USSR and other Slavic universities are 
excluded from the sphere of interests.  
Slavic University of the Republic of Moldova and Baku Slavic University Slavic contribute to the realization rights 
of Russian-speaking citizens in post-Soviet foreign countries and are the conductors of Russian culture. They have a 
wide range of international relations (Fig.2). 
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Fig.2. Range of the distribution of international agreements of cooperation: a - Slavic University of the Republic of Moldova; b -  Baku Slavic 
University . (■) – Y2014; ( ) –Y2008. 
 
Slavic University of the Republic of Moldova was planned as an institute of higher education called on promoting 
realization of the constitutional right of Russian-speaking population for getting education using their mother 
tongue. It was opened in 1997 under license of the Ministry of education and science of the Republic of Moldova 
and with support and participation of a number of social organizations (Russian community of the Republic of 
Moldova, Association of workers of Slavic educational institutions, Moldavian society of the Russian language and 
literature teachers etc.). In 2005 the University got the right to teach specialists using the system of European credits 
and in 2007 it was accepted as a new member for the Eurasian Association of Universities. 
Cooperation treaties with the universities of Russia, Byelorussia and Ukraine have been signed. Bar graph shows 
comparison of cooperation treaties signed by Slavic University of the Republic of Moldova and Russian – Armenian 
Slavic University with leading foreign higher educational establishments and other institutions. The tendency to 
preferential cooperation with Russian higher educational establishments and institutions is remaining. The concept 
of development of Slavic University of the Republic of Moldova provides signing of treaties about mutual 
acceptance of curriculum and training programs with related higher educational establishments/faculties of 
Moldova, Russia, Ukraine and other countries. 
Bar graph shows that international relations Baku Slavic University directed in the European Education Area. 
However, it extends the communication and with Slavic University. The greatest progress (except for agreements 
with European universities), it has achieved in relations with universities in Turkey. In general, Slavic University in 
Baku holds balanced policy with developing relationships with all partners. 
Conclusions  
Slavic Universities have been included into multidirectional and multispeed process of integration with European 
and Asian countries. European vector of integration relations development remains a prestigious and desirable 
direction of motion into the world educational area of high school and scientific research. Signing of Bologna 
documents serves as a turning point in the development of domestic high school which is facing the process of 
active restructuring of its all components.   
The work of Slavic establishments is not synchronized because it is regulated by different laws. For the purpose of 
educational activities coordination the necessity of establishment of the International Association of Slavic higher 
educational establishments as well as the development of the concept of Virtual Slavic University has been 
discussed. Unfortunately the activities directed at their realization haven’t been made public. 
Slavic universities to meet the educational and cultural needs of many citizens of the Russian-speaking diaspora 
abroad, have a certain cultural mission.  
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